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03/01/20 

 

Happy 2020!  I hope you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s, and that this new year will 

be filled to overflowing with His blessings. 

 

December started with chaos, but ended with (an entirely too short) time of relaxation.  The effects 

of time and earthquakes has caused the tiling in the bathroom to loosen, to the point where I 

expected one wall to come crashing down at any time.  Brother Gilmore (awesome MBC classroom 

designer and contractor) organized his workers to come in and start the work of re-tiling.  As they 

are working between jobs, the project will take a bit of time, but they managed to get a good start 

on it and at least the wobbly wall is fixed.  The only drawback to the project (besides the dust) was 

the fact that we couldn’t use the shower for several days.  Backyard bucket baths became the norm, 

along with a greater appreciation of bathing in privacy (and without mosquitos!). 

 

 The library renovation reached completion (nearly) on December 10th with the shelf labels being 

hung and a brand new portable whiteboard being set up.  I plan to purchase another ceiling fan and 

paint for the exterior this month.  On the 14th, those who contributed either labour or financially 

gathered for a light meal to dedicate the library.  In a month’s time, school starts again and we are 

all looking forward to seeing the returning students’ reactions to the classroom building and 

library! 
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The collation bench becomes a food table at the library dedication! 

 

 
Miring getting things ready for the dedication. 

 



3 

 

 
The literacy classroom's first use. 

 

2019 truly was a year of extreme joy and extreme grief, and in a lot of ways I feel like I’ve gone 

through the wringer, as Mum says.  As you know from past reports, in January my ‘dodo’ 

(namesake) died after an hard battle with breast cancer.  Last month I told you about the passing 

of Abed, a special young man who spent much of his early childhood in my house.   In mid-

December we learned of the death of Taman, a dear Christian sister in Indagen who has been very 

special to me since I first met her in 1997.  Two days later, brother Max Craddock in Canada 

departed for eternity, followed by brother Jerry Tallman in the U.S. on the 22nd.  Both Max and 

Jerry have had a huge impact on me as a Christian, and have contributed greatly to the work here 

in P.N.G., with or without meaning to.  The first book scheduled for printing this year at M.B.C. 

is, ironically, the translation of Jerry’s book, His Eternal Plan.  Going through my journal a few 

days ago, I was shocked to realize that I had made note of the passing of twenty-two loved ones in 

2019, ten here in P.N.G., ten in Canada, and two in the U.S.  Besides that, we grieved for six pets, 

three of which were stolen and eaten.  Too morbid?  I agree.  Please pray that 2020 brings happier 

times as well as peace of heart. 
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Taman and I in Lae a few years ago. 

 

On December 21st, I travelled to Chimbu Province with Bogel and family, with the purpose of 

getting away from Lae for a few days while wrapping up the hauskrai (mourning place) for Dodo.  

We shared a mumu (pit-cooked pork and veggies) together on the 23rd, and the haus sel (temporary 

structure covered by a tarp, used at the time of a hauskrai) was removed.  On the 24th, the carpenter 

and his helpers started work on pouring the cement at the grave and building the permanent house 

that will shelter it.  This is highlands tradition.  The building wasn’t complete before we travelled 

back down to Lae on the 28th, but they had made a good start on it. 
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Constructing Dodo's small house. 

 

 
Beautiful Chimbu with Mount Elimbari seen through a pandanus tree. 
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Mountain climbing adventure through the karuka (pandanus) garden. 

 

 
Breather on the upward climb, with Papa Martin and Ginger looking on! 
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Prayer Points: 

 

1.  Taylor & Robyn David.  Taylor has finished the initial T.B. treatment (6 months), and is 

awaiting follow-up appointments, including the 3rd catscan.  He is still struggling greatly with 

seizures.  Please continue to pray for his situation. 

 

2. The massive bush fires taking place right now in Australia. 

 

3. The upcoming school year at M.B.C. and the arrival of our 2020 students. 

 

4.  Families grieving loved ones. 

 

5. The arrival of a shipment of Tok Pisin concordances organized by Art Ford and funded by 

Canadian and Australian Christians.  Still dealing with paperwork, and waiting for the shipment 

to be sent from Port Moresby to Lae.  Final payment (hopefully!) was made today. 

 

6. We have been experiencing issues with settlement children over the past couple of months.  

There are a large number of them at any given time (30+) and they have no respect for anyone.  

Besides a lot of noise, they have taken to stealing.  We are all highly frustrated and praying for 

guidance.  Removing them from the property quite often ends up with them stoning the person 

asking them to leave, and preventing them from coming has been futile.  Please pray for this 

situation as it truly has become exhausting and disruptive. 

 

 

 

With love in Him, 

  

Ruth 
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Sponsors:  

Fenwick church of Christ, P.O. Box 416, Fenwick, ON L0S 1C0 Canada   

(cofcfenwick@gmail.com) 

 

Malaga church of Christ, P.O. Box 105. Ballajura, WA 6019  Australia  (malaga@perthchurch.net) 


