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Happy Easter!  Praying that you have had a good long weekend and time with 
family.  Also praying that you are well and that the peace of God is sustaining you each 

day. Thank you for your prayers for the Melanesian Bible College resumption.  On 
March 8, we welcomed this year’s intake of new students.  Since the 2020 school year 
was cut off half-way through, only the new students came for the first ‘block’ (5 week 

term), which ends this week.  The returning students are to join us next week, where 
possible, to pick up where we left off last year.  We already know that the two families 
from Bougainville won’t be able to return due to travel restrictions.  Please keep the 

school and all of the students in prayer in the coming days. 

 
Our new students for 2021 include three families and three single men: Sere & Lahui 
from the Lealea congregation in Central Province, with children Lee and Igua; Daniel & 

Donna from the Zumangurum congregation and Nelson & Damaris from the Puik 
congregation, (with son Norman), both in the Markham Valley, outside of Lae;  Labisa 
from the Tami Island congregation; John from the LasWara congregation in Chimbu 

Province, and William from the Badihagwa congregation in the N.C.D.  As a note of 
interest, both Daniel and Nelson were M.B.C. kids, their parents having been students 
several years ago! 

 

Literacy is also back up and running with two returning students – Jeni and Rose – and 
two new students – Taylor and Jeffery.  All are local, with Jeni coming from the Nawae 
congregation, Rose and Jeffery from the M.B.C. congregation, and Taylor from the 

Situm congregation.  Rose was out with Malaria most of last week.  Please keep her in 
prayer.  She continues to sleep in a makeshift shelter after her house was burned down 
in an ethnic clash in February. 



 
Literacy students (Taylor, Jeffery and Jeni; Rose was absent. 
 

My roommate, Miring, was part of a group that traveled to Indagen on March 6 (as 
reported last month) accompanying the body of her brother, Wesley Wosse.  On the 

following Tuesday he was laid to rest.  Miring returned to Lae on March 17th and has 

been teaching ever since.  Thank you for keeping the family in prayer.  Wesley’s wife, 
Tupolin, will soon be moving to her village (Sipaia) outside of Lae, where they lived 

prior to taking up work with the Boundary Road congregation. 
 
Miring’s absence, along with several national holidays in honour of the death and burial 

of Grand Chief, Sir Michael Somare, gave me a good opportunity to start washing the 
mold from the walls of our house, and since then we have nearly completed the job 
with just my office left to tackle.  I’m enjoying shiny walls and ceilings and fresh air 

coming through the screens.  The drawback to living with ceiling fans and floor-to-
ceiling screens in a very humid climate… 
 

I’m pleased to report that we are slowly increasing the available materials offered at 
cost by M.B.C. Library.  We now have several booklets, written by Marcus & Diane 
Reese while still working in Alotau, available along with nearly all of their Tok Pisin 

translations.  (I am in the process of completing the translation for one, so it isn’t 
pictured with the rest).  These booklets join a series of lessons previously reported on 
and also pictured.  They range in price from K2.00 - K3.00, or CAD$0.75 - $1.15. 



 

Whereas many really positive things have happened this month, as reported above, we 
have also been experiencing much stress and concern as the Covid-19 situation in 
P.N.G. has taken a drastic turn.  In the past month (since the last report on March 6) 

we have shot from 1,492 confirmed cases, with 16 known deaths, to 7,038 cases with 
61 deaths (April 4 stats).  Morobe Province has reported 280 cases.  Among the death 
toll is my own doctor.  His loss has brought about a lot of heartache for many of us. 

 

Epidemiologists believe that the current infection rate in P.N.G. is probably closer to 
100,000 cases and that it will be 1 million by the end of April.  The current ‘flu season’ 
(cooling temperatures as we head into the wet season and the usual explosion of colds 

and Malaria) is fueling this.  Testing rates remain very low, with some areas coming 
back with a 30-40% positive rate.  One positive aspect is that we still only have the 
original strain of the virus and not the more infectious ones.  Only two provinces now 

are ‘free’ of the virus.  One – Manus - is an island province and is isolated, and the 
other – Northern/Oro - has virtually no testing being done.  Ironically, the Governor of 
Oro Province tested positive and was ill, but they must have counted his infection 

somewhere else. 😉 

 
Several exported cases from P.N.G. to Australia prompted the borders to be once again 

closed, and 3,000 doses of the Astrazeneca vaccine to be gifted from Australia’s supply, 
for health-workers in P.N.G.  There is no word yet on when vaccination will be available 
for the general public. 



In response to the rapidly changing situation here, the P.N.G. government introduced a 
nation-wide isolation policy, starting March 22nd, in lieu of a full lockdown.  It is 

designed to isolate provinces and slow movement of citizens down.  Government 
schools are closed for 4 weeks, bans have been put on public gatherings greater than 
10 people, worship services are restricted to 50 with 1.5m between, hauskrais (house 

cries) and funerals also to 50 people, buses are allowed 15 passengers (from 25), face 
masks are required in all public areas, etc. etc.  However, apart from the schools being 
closed and stores requiring masks upon entry, that’s all that has been followed here in 

Lae.  The borders between provinces aren’t closed, as evidenced by the arrival of one of 
our returning M.B.C. families from Madang Province a couple of days ago.  The local 
buses are still running at full capacity, and hundreds are gathered at the main bus 

stops at any given time.   Going anywhere shows clearly that mask-wearing, although 
more than before, is still inadequate.  Most people, with masks, have them around their 
chins, over their mouths, hanging from one ear, or even across their foreheads.  The 

nose just doesn’t want to stay tucked in.  In the meantime, our hospital in Lae is 
buckling under the weight of Covid infections (and several infected staff, as well as an 
ongoing doctors’ strike and pending nurses’ strike) and is closed to everything now, 

including emergencies. 
 

Lack of compliance here can be attributed to several things.  From what I have 
observed, there has been a real failure to get word out to the public both about Covid-

19 itself, but also about the measures being imposed.  From the start, most of the 
Covid-19 awareness posters displayed around town have been written in 

English.  Given that something like 50% of the Tok Pisin-speaking population can’t 
read, English posters aren’t helpful to many.  Likewise, awareness programs on the 
local television stations are in English, and there is still a huge proportion of the 

population that don’t have electricity, let alone televisions.  One of my Literacy students 
arrived late for class a couple of weeks ago and explained that a local health-worker 
was doing public awareness in the settlement and that she had wanted to hear 

it.  Turns out that that was the first time anyone had been there in that capacity.  The 
health-worker also lives there.  Another huge issue is the campaign being waged, on 
and off the internet, to confuse people here.  It’s amazing how many people here still 

believe that Covid-19 is an elaborate hoax, including medical personnel. 

 
I am personally feeling the strain of the current situation and appreciate your 
prayers.  I have much concern for our M.B.C. students and teachers.   Two Christian 

families, in Lae, in the past couple of weeks have also displayed symptoms of Covid-19, 
but have refused to go for testing, which is the general attitude.  This has made many 
of us very cautious of having contact with them.  Miring and I have reverted back to the 

‘no unnecessary trips’ policy of last year, and are avoiding public transportation 
altogether.  After a bit of a struggle, we now have the Government-directed spacing set 
up in the M.B.C. chapel (increased from 1m to 1.5m), which is also used for Sunday 

worship, and the congregation purchased masks for everyone.  Hand-sanitizer has been 
used all along.  With 30 people seated inside yesterday, the rest of us sat outside on 
benches.  We will be purchasing a large tarp so that we will be able to continue into the 

wet season, as long as worship services aren’t stopped in coming weeks.  With students 
returning, two services may be necessary to stay within the 50 people allowed. 
  



I am being strict in enforcing mask-wearing both during Literacy classes and Library 
sessions.  The masks have been the cause of much laughter during Literacy so far.  The 

program we use is phonetically based and somehow ‘aaaa  eeee  iiii oooo uuuu’ through 
a mask just doesn’t come out the same!  I also have the added problem of my 
nose.  Disposable masks slide up it into my eyes, whereas my cloth mask goes in the 

opposite direction while I’m talking.  Considering using some of the library’s book-

binding tape to keep it in place one of these days. 😊 

  

Prayer Points: 
1.  The M.B.C. 2021 school year and protection for our current and returning students, 
and teachers. 

2.  The rapidly changing situation here with Covid-19 and for wisdom for the 
government, and all of us, in how to handle it. 
3.  Taylor & Robyn David.  Taylor’s seizures continue and the entire family have been ill 

in recent weeks.  Despite his challenges, Taylor has embraced being a Literacy student 
with much enthusiasm and is doing well.  He recently mentioned wanting to eventually 

be able to teach others to read in the Situm community! 
4. Becky, daughter of M.B.C. teachers Michael & Dogo Tatara, experiencing medical 
issues, and also frustrated in accessing assistance from the local hospital. 

5. Michael Tatara, currently down with Malaria. 
6. Migi (also called Hezron) Jimi, a young Christian from Indagen – HAS BEEN 
RELEASED FROM HOSPITAL!!!!  Thank you for your prayers.  After 9 months of 

treatment for T.B. of the brain, he has improved greatly and is able to get around with 
the aid of crutches.  Please continue to pray for him as he regains his strength and 
mobility, and please also continue to pray for his father, Jimi, who is also ill. 

7. Ruby Ford – P.N.G. missionary and dear friend – currently undergoing treatment for 
cancer. 
8. My own plans to travel home, and for God’s timing, as well as for peace-of-mind for 

my family. 
  
My apologies if this report had ‘too much info’.  Your feedback is appreciated. 

  
I pray that you remain healthy and are doing well despite whatever situation you are 
currently facing.  We think of you often in prayer and pray for the day – hopefully not 

too far away – when we can see each other face-to-face again. 
  
  

Love and blessings in HIM, 

  

Ruth 
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