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Being His Hands

Mission Report & Prayer Requests: Mito, Japan
Joel & Kristin Osborne and Hiroaki & Megumi Akahoshi

Giving Thanks: Another Life For Jesus
We rejoice as Mizuki pursues Jesus wholeheartedly, and grows by leaps and bounds in his faith.
In less than a year, we have shared in the joy of
our fourth baptism into Christ. It started when
two girls from the university wanted to ‘stop by’
for Mito church’s quarterly Friday PM cafe night
before catching a movie with 2 friends. The guys
were hesitant, but the girls convinced them to
come in.
Mizuki Kawanobu confessed his faith in
Jesus, and surrendered his life to Jesus in
baptism on November 24, 2019.
After meeting at the cafe, Mizuki shares he
came to the Liaison Office looking to ‘get a hug’
and he kept coming again and again, and
eventually began to open up about his life and
started to study the bible.
When I (Joel) asked him why he kept coming
back, he said that one of his closest friends since
his freshman year, Ryu, had been changed
through going to Cambodia, studying the bible,
and worshipping at Mito church. ‘Ryu has

something I don’t have - something I need, and
something I want.’
He joined the trip to Canada in September,
and that is where he said he met God. He
returned, changed the day/time of his part time
job so he could begin attending worship, and a
month later, after personally hearing a faith
testimony of our friend, Gae, from Chiang Mai,
Thailand, he came to me the next day to share
that he wanted to prepare to become a disciple a
Jesus. He also has brought his mom, older
brother and sister, and younger sister (all came
to his baptism) to worship a few times, and his
older sister recently said she wants to study now
too.
Mizuki went to Cambodia in December, and
has shared his testimony - both in chapel at IC
and personally with other students. We are so
excited to see what God is doing in his life and
ask you to pray for him. - JO
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Love & Serve: Cambodia
This time there were 6 from Singapore and 12 of us
from Japan; 8 University students (4 returnees:
Kentaro Akatsu, Taiga Uchiyama, Miyu Taguchi,
Kanna Unno, 4 first timers: Mizuki Kawanobu,
Shiori Iimura, Nanako Kurosawa, Kaori Imaizumi
(Megumi’s younger sister)), Keiko Hirashima, who’s
a regular team member for Dec trips from Mito
church, Megumi, Manaka, Joel, and I.
This time, the program was planned and prepared by
the team from Singapore, and I loved that they
planned it in such a way that we can raise the next
leaders among the Cambodian youth who are students
at BCS. Instead of us coming in and running the
program for them, we selected and trained “student
leaders” so that they can lead and run the program for
younger kids. We were there to help and support
those student leaders. There are a lot of areas that
they can grow more, but they are gifted and they
seemed to enjoy running the program with us. I felt
this was a significant step in our relationship with the
people whom we serve. We become more and more
like a team rather than having a giver and receiver
relationship, for which we’ve aimed. - HA

Christmas & Birthday Celebration
This year, the five of us (Osbornes & Akahoshis)
celebrated Christmas like every other year in the
Osborne home with Natsumi, Hitomi Y as usual, and
joined this time by Ken & Ai Hanasaki and Ryan &
Cindy Paradillo. Ryan (Filipino) and Cindy
(Colombian) came to Japan with Ryan’s job and have
been worshipping with us for almost a year now.
Recently they found out they’re expecting a baby in
July and we celebrate with them.
Toshi & Akiko Isshiki and their two boys, Shun and
Haru, also came from Yokohama for their annual
Christmas visit and joined us for a weekend of
worship, rest, and fellowship.
Kristin planned a party for Joel’s birthday and taught
everyone how to make Chicago style deep dish pizza.
The Akahoshis and Natsumi helped a lot too since she
was battling a cold. It was a great celebration! - JO
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Church Retreat & Thai Team
One of the worst typhoons we can remember hit on
the weekend of our church retreat in October. Just
arriving back from furlough, preparing for the
retreat and for a team of 10 from two churches in
Chiang Mai, Thailand who spent a week with us
meant for several long days and changes to plans including doing the retreat at the church building
because the facility we rented was damaged.
However, the weekend went well. Nao Fukushima,
minister for Tachikawa church and dean of Japan
School of Evangelism, was our guest speaker and
he taught about Lord’s Prayer.
The team from Thailand remained that following
week and shared testimonies at IC, hosted a Thai
Dinner & time of worship/testimony at Mito
church, and did a little sightseeing. God also
worked in great ways through the Thai team, and
we are so glad they came. We look forward to
future opportunities with them. - JO
Above: (above top) most of the ‘crew’ who gathered for
this year’s church retreat including the Thai team; (above)
Ai & Ken Hanasaki; Below: gathering at Mito Station &
Narita Airport for Takumi’s send off to Canada

Ken & Ai’s wedding in October
Through Takumi’s friend, Yurika, we were
connected to her older sister, Ai. Ai has been a part
of our church family for a few years now. We
celebrate with Ai in her marriage to Ken Hanasaki.
Their wedding was so powerfully faith filled and
such a great testimony. Atsushi did their premarriage
counseling and officiated at the wedding. Joel spoke
a prayer of blessing over the couple. We are so
excited to have a new family of faith! - JO

Takumi Goes To Canada
A few years ago, he quit his job to be an intern at
Mito church for a year. Now he quit his job to get a
master’s degree in abroad. Those aren’t easy
decisions, especially here in monocultural Japan,
where the expectation and value is to work loyally for
one company for a lifetime. But he did, because he
wants to grow so that he can serve for the weak and
the vulnerable for whom he has a passion. Nine
years ago, when he was not yet a follower of Christ, I
remember he was amazed by Christians as the ones
who do courageous things. But now, I think he
understood why they could: because we know that
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through Christ, all things are possible. - HA
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(Top left) Ryan & Cindy, with
Misaki, Natsumi & Kristin, are
expecting a baby in July; (Top
center) Manaka is growing and
taking her first steps; (Top right)
Stewart & Mayu look festive on
Christmas Eve; (Above Left) We
grieve the passing of Chizuko
Hirose, center, pictured here with her
husband Akira, former elder at Mito
church, and with the Tsunekis,
Keiko san, Hiroyuki san, and
Eloise; (Center Left) Several IC
students and church members gather
after worship with Ai, Ken & their
families for a picture before their
wedding; (Bottom Left) We were
glad to have Kristin’s two younger
sisters, Kelly and Tracy, visit us for
10 days; (Bottom right) It was so
encouraging to have Megumi’s dad
come to the New Year’s worship.
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Above: Hiro & Megumi Akahoshi, Natsumi Kawakami,
Takumi Ogawa, Kentaro Akatsu, Joel Osborne, Misaki
Akutsu, Mizuki Kawanobu, Gaku Osugi & Ryu
Sakamoto: this beloved group of people at Mito church
have been baptized by Joel (Misaki by Hiro) and we’re
missing Akiko Isshiki, Daisuke Suzuki & Hanako
Yamazaki from the picture; Top right: New Year’s Day
Sunrise Praise & Prayer @ 6 AM, followed with a meal,
including 7 people not in this picture; Right: The Tsunekis
planned a hosted a meal with beef stew and homemade
bread on Christmas Day for many who gather for bible
study on Wednesdays and AETs still in town.

A House of Prayer: On Fire For Christ
- God is raising a new generation of people with a passion for worship, prayer & mission It is an exciting time in the life of our church
family. The group above on the top left picture, then
including Ami Hoshino and Kaori Komata, meets
monthly to do a study of Mark’s gospel on what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus, and with the goal of
knowing and loving Jesus more.
For several years, the Japanese group on
Wednesday evenings has been quite small, but over the
last several months it continues to grow. Atsushi is
teaching about the 4 scriptures we use each week in
worship on Sundays, and we have a time of praise and
prayer. There are very real, moving prayers being
offered to God. We have been studying Lord’s Prayer
on Sunday mornings (Japanese) and Wednesday
evenings (English) and at our annual retreat, but also
on Wednesday evenings we have been trying to model
and share in worship-based, scripture-saturated,
Spirit-filled prayers. What we are seeing and
experiencing is tremendous transformation!

One of the seekers prayed this: “God, please save me.
Jesus, I need you to save me. I want to forgive someone, and I
want to forgive myself, but I realize I need you to forgive me
first.”
Every New Year’s Day, a group of 8-10 people
gather at 6 AM for worship. This year, there were 30 of
us - predominantly young people, who had also
brought their families who are not yet believers.
Megumi and Kaori’s father was one of them. Mizuki’s
mom and two sisters, who have also come to worship,
also came. We had a time of praise and prayer to
welcome in the new year, dedicating it to God, and
inviting Him to guide us. Atsushi spoke from
Colossians 3. Afterwards, we enjoyed a traditional
New Year’s breakfast with ozoni soup, mochi, salad,
and mandarin oranges. Later, Mizuki’s family spent
about 5 hours in our home.
We ask you to join us in praying that God will
grow within us a heart of prayer like Jesus. - JO
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Join Us In Prayer
* Graduation & Campus Ministry – many of the students in
our campus ministry will graduate and start working or go to
grad school elsewhere. This will be a big time of transition for
them and for us. Join us in praying for them to teach in schools
not far from Mito, and as we close with this group and prepare
for a new year with the remaining group stepping up, and
hopefully some new students.
* Daisuke & Victoria’s wedding – Daisuke and Vicky will get
married in Taipei in March. Joel is best man, and Hiro is a
groomsman in the wedding, and a few from Mito church will
go to Taiwan for the wedding (depending on the coronavirus).
Join us in seeking God’s blessing on their marriage and
guidance in upcoming decisions they will have as a couple.
* Ongoing Bible Studies – with Shunki and Taiga, Kanna and
Kaori, Mayu and Rine and Reiko, and Ayaka. Join us in
praying that God will fully reveal Himself and His love to
them, and they will recognize their need for God, for His
forgiveness and for salvation in Jesus.
* Kristin & Megumi - our wives are our partners in ministry and
they are awesome. Join us in asking God to sustain, encourage
and strengthen them in their faith and work.

FURLOUGH 2019: THANK YOU!!!
We left August 9 and returned to Japan October 5. In that time, we
made presentations at churches, in people’s homes and in restaurants
to many beloved people who welcomed us graciously in Ontario, Nova
Scotia, Illinois, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas,
Tennessee, Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska. To all who hosted us in
their home, fed us a meal, coordinated a event to share about our
work, or just gave us a hug and let us know that they love us and are
praying for us - thank you! To all new people we met this time, and to
those who have stepped up to say they would be willing to help support
us, thank you. We especially give thanks to the Tintern church family
- to the shepherds for meeting with, encouraging, listening, and
praying over us; for families and young adults who hosted the team
from Japan and helping with the Japan Summer Festival themed
fundraising dinner. Definitely other highlights were our family reunion
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and time with family in Chicago, St.
Catharines, and Edmond. You bless us with love and we give thanks
to God for you.
Some have asked how many new supporters we have. We don’t know!
Could you help us? If you saw us and began supporting us, would
you drop us a message and let us know? Canada tax law requires
that churches keep it confidential unless supporters expressly permit
sharing that information.
We hope to see many of you on our next furlough in 2021 or 2022.

(Above Top) Natsumi and Manaka enjoy a moment playing
together during one of our Christmas outreach events; (Above)
Kaori Imaizumi (Megumi’s sister, far left front) and Ayaka
Kawanobu (Mizuki’s sister, far right front) are two of our
newest seekers beginning to study the bible. They’re pictured
here with Mizuki and Gaku & Nicole Osugi.

Your Partnership & Participation
Financial support can be sent to:
IN CANADA
Tintern Church of Christ, Attn: Tintern Asia Mission
(Joel & Kristin Osborne/Hiro & Megumi Akahoshi)
4359 Spring Creek Rd, Vineland, ON Canada L0R 2C0
Phone: (905) 563-6311;

http://tinternchurchofchrist.ca/

Email: tinternchurchofchrist@gmail.com
IN AMERICA
S&R Ministries, Inc, Attn: Joel Osborne/Hiro Akahoshi –
Japan/Cambodia Mission
PO Box 563, Edmond, OK 73083
For questions or more information, please contact us at:
Joel Osborne – joelsensei5@gmail.com
Hiroaki Akahoshi – hxa04@acu.edu
We can also communicate via Facetime.

