
 
05/02/20 

 

Hi Brothers & Sisters   

Greetings again from Lae.  I pray that the start of 2020 has been peaceful and happy, and that many 

blessings will follow throughout the year for each of you.  

I want to start by saying thank you to those of you who took time to write following the December 

report.  As you could tell, the trials of 2019 were getting to me.  I appreciate your prayers and 

encouragement. 

January, as always, was our ‘prep’ month – time to finish off bits and pieces and get ready for the 

new school year.  Much of the month was spent in finishing off computer projects, such as 

transferring the new Tok Pisin songbook to Power Point and re-editing the translation of His 

Eternal Plan (the upgraded version of Windows rearranged it!!) in order to start printing it this 

month.  Michael got to work on painting the outside of the library, after taking his second daughter, 

Venessa, back to nursing college in Jiwaka Province.  He has also installed another fan in the 

library so that the literacy students don’t melt during class.  All of the shopping for the library and 

literacy class is finished, and the technician has been out twice to sort of the issue with the 

photocopier (the rollers are worn out and out of stock!!). 

 On January 21st, after more than two months of processing, we received a giant (and heavy) 

blessing!  Thanks to several months of hard work by Art Ford – in revision, fundraising and then 

organizing printing – 1,500 copies of a Tok Pisin New Testament Concordance arrived!  The 

original version, which was significantly different in appearance, was done by Joe Cannon using 

the 1979 translation of the Tok Pisin Bible.  The Bible was later revised twice, with a significant 

difference in wording, making the original rather outdated for today’s students.  The new version 

will be a blessing to many, as well as being a source of financial support for the Melanesian Bible 

College.  Thank you Art and everyone who played a part in this!!! 



 
The new concordance! 

 

 
Gilmore helping with the concordance shipment 

 



 
60 very dusty cartons of concordances 

 

The school year here started this week for both M.B.C. and the government run schools.  Our 

classes at M.B.C. will start tomorrow, as the students have been a bit slow arriving this year.  So 

far we have only two of the seven 3rd year students and two of the five 2nd year families.   Two 

new families have arrived, along with a single, for their first year. 

 

The two Bougainvillian families are still waiting for the ship.  Please also pray for the rest of our 

students coming from various parts of the P.N.G.  Please hold them in prayer, especially as they 

are away from their three young daughters.   Last week we said farewell to 2019 M.B.C. students 

Abraham & Rachael Mesa, who will be studying at South Pacific Bible College in New Zealand 

for the next two years. Abraham & Rachael, with daughters Channelle, Jaslyn and Jasmine. 



 

Please also pray for a young family who were supposed to start school this year, but due to an 

accident they will have to put it off until next year.  Nelson suffered a broken pelvis in December 

and is due to be released from hospital this week with months of recovery ahead of him.  Please 

hold them in prayer. 

Prayer Points: 

1.  Abraham & Rachael Mesa, adjusting to life and study in New Zealand. 

2. Our 2020 M.B.C. students, those who have arrived and those still traveling. 

3. Nelson and family, and Nelson’s physical recovery. 

4. Brother in Christ, Mule (pronounced ‘Moo-lay’) Honeo, who has been transferred from 

Popondetta Hospital to Lae and is under investigation for liver cancer. 

5. Sister in Christ, Maria, whose family have accused her repeatedly of sorcery and have threatened 

her life.  She left Lae last week to resettle in her home village. 

6. Taylor & Robyn David.  Still waiting for more definitive answers regarding Taylor’s brain 

tumour.  He is struggling greatly with seizures. 

7. The continuing bush fire situation in Australia as well as the Corona virus situation.  P.N.G. has 

been deemed as ‘high risk’. 



8. Teams from the U.S. and Australia, making plans to visit P.N.G. in June-July. 

  

I look forward to seeing some of you later this year, travel time not yet set. 

 

 

With love in Him, 

  

Ruth 

 

Sponsors:  

Fenwick church of Christ, P.O. Box 416, Fenwick, ON L0S 1C0 

Canada   (cofcfenwick@gmail.com) 

 

Malaga church of Christ, P.O. Box 105. 

Ballajura, WA 6019  Australia  (malaga@perthchurch.net) 


